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Economic Commission for Latin America Seymour Maxwell Finger

the globalization of trade investment and finance continues apace many have benefited from this but deep
inequalities persist this book argues that the interconnections established by globalization make possible a
critique of its inequality for those who take seriously human dignity equality is a basic presumption of social
institutions

inequality is currently gaining considerable attention in academic policy and media circles from thomas piketty
to  robert  putnam  there  is  no  shortage  of  economic  sociological  or  political  analyses  but  what  does
anthropology with its focus on the qualitative character of relationships between people have to offer drawing
on current scholarship and illustrative ethnographic case studies mcgill argues that anthropology is particularly
well suited to interrogating global inequality not just within nations but across nations as well the book is
designed to be used flexibly in a variety of undergraduate classes from introductory cultural anthropology to
courses  on globalization economic  and political  anthropology  and inequality  brief  accessibly  written and
peppered with vivid ethnographic examples that bring contemporary research to life global inequality is a
unique offering for undergraduate anthropology courses

african scholarship concerning the nexus between institutions and development is  still  dominated by the
economic perspective of development despite the emergence of the humanistic perspective of development
the humanistic perspective is a more embracing encompassing and comprehensive view of development than
its economic counterpart and offers a better explanation of the african situation it is essential to examine the
relationships  between  democratic  political  institutions  and  human  development  this  collection  examines
democratic  institutions and processes  in  post  independence africa  the contributors  examine the political
institutional  processes  in  post  colonial  africa  evaluating  the  workings  of  institutions  such  as  education
bureaucracy  interest  groups  trade  unions  and  problems  of  enforcements  in  africa  it  also  discusses  the
relevance of creative arts for political socialization as well as the role effects of privatization on service delivery in
contemporary african societies

thinking  on  development  informs  and  inspires  the  actions  of  people  organizations  and  states  in  their
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continuous effort to invent a better world this volume examines the ideas behind development their origins
how they have changed and spread over time and how they may evolve over the coming decades it also
examines how the real life experiences of different countries and organizations have been inspired by and
contributed to thinking on development the extent to which development works depends in part on particular
local historical or institutional contexts general policy prescriptions fail when the necessary conditions that
make them work  are  either  absent  ignored or  poorly  understood there  is  a  need to  grasp how people
understand their own development experience if the countries of the world are varied in every way from their
initial conditions to the degree of their openness to outside money and influence and success is not centred in
any one group it stands to reason that there cannot be a single recipe for development each chapter provides
an analytical survey of thinking about development that highlights debates and takes into account critical
perspectives it includes contributions from scholars and practitioners from the global north and the global
south spanning at least two generations and multiple disciplines it will be a key reference on the concepts and
theories of development their origins evolution and trajectories and act as a resource for scholars graduate
students and practitioners

this two volume encyclopedia of global justice published by springer along with springer s book series studies
in global justice is a major publication venture toward a comprehensive coverage of this timely topic the
encyclopedia is an international interdisciplinary and collaborative project spanning all the relevant areas of
scholarship related to issues of global justice and edited and advised by leading scholars from around the world
the wide ranging entries present the latest ideas on this complex subject by authors who are at the cutting
edge of inquiry the encyclopedia sets the tone and direction of this increasingly important area of scholarship
for years to come the entries number around 500 and consist of essays of 300 to 5000 words the inclusion and
length of entries are based on their significance to the topic of global justice regardless of their importance in
other areas

as  global  governance  appears  to  become  more  inclusive  and  democratic  many  scholars  argue  that
international  institutions act as motors of  expansion and democratization the closure of  the international
system challenges this view arguing that the history of the international system is a series of institutional
closures in which institutions such as diplomacy international law and international organizations make rules to
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legitimate the inclusion of some actors and the exclusion of others while international institutions facilitate
collective action and common goods viola s closure thesis demonstrates how these gains are achieved by
limiting  access  to  rights  and resources  creating a  stratified  system of  political  equals  and unequals  the
coexistence of equality and hierarchy is a constitutive feature of the international system and its institutions this
tension is relevant today as multilateral institutions are challenged by disaffected citizens non western powers
and established great powers discontent with the distribution of political rights and authority

the book provides a systematic assessment of the evolution of development theory its relationship to orthodox
social science analysis and the liberal pluralistic orthodoxy that now dominates the mainstream approach to
international development showing how we can transcend its failure to address some key problems of late and
uneven development

this paper investigates the importance of accounting for the profile of inequality in the analysis of institutional
trust drawing on individual data from 82 countries around the world over the 1981 2021 period it sheds light on
the potential  limitations of  exploring the impact  of  the income distribution s  shape on trust  using as  is
traditional  in  the  literature  a  single  inequality  indicator  results  suggest  that  total  income inequality  and
institutional  trust are positively associated but this aggregated result  hides some troubling countervailing
effects in fact when the whole profile of inequality is considered institutional trust appears to be significantly
and negatively related to inequality between different income groups in society namely between the poor the
middle class  and the rich whereas it  is  positively  associated with inequality  within those income groups
although  some  heterogeneities  in  these  findings  can  be  detected  according  to  the  country  s  level  of
development as well as according to personal characteristics related to political views the profile of inequality
does always matter thus this paper indicates that limiting the analysis to one single inequality aggregator
would only capture an average effect and hide a more complex underlying nexus between income distribution
and institutional trust

as one half of the latest edition of immanuel wallerstein s political economy of the world system series this
collection offers cutting edge theoretical directions to explain the structural crises of the 21st century world
system contributors argue that the capitalist world system has reached a critical bifurcation point a short period
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which will be characterized by a sudden shift in the long term structural forces that have created and sustained
the world as we know it writers challenge conventional thinking about the most significant structural crises
that face the 21st century world system including terrorism debt the growth of megacities as global actors the
emergence of a powerful transnational capitalist class and the world ecological crisis

in  an  increasingly  globalised  world  it  is  becoming  ever  more  difficult  for  nation  states  to  adapt  to  the
international  consequences  of  market  failures  government  failures  and  global  externalities  without  co
operation and co ordination with other countries in the absence of any form of world government the most
effective solution to this problem is either to create new international institutions reform existing ones or work
within the prevailing institutional framework this book presents a critical analysis of the role of international
institutions and their performance in terms of justification effectiveness and efficiency the authors begin by
discussing the controversies surrounding the tobin tax in the context of global governance they move on to
address important global issues where international institutions play a significant role these include trade and
fdi in relation to the wto and the reconciliation of order and justice in the international trading system further
chapters investigate development issues and international institutions most of which were not designed for the
specific  needs of  developing countries  they assess  whether  international  institutions can actually  help to
mitigate the tendency of uneven development in the global economy finally the focus switches to the analysis
and evaluation of one specific institution and its actions namely the bank for international settlements bis this
important theoretical and empirical analysis of the problems relating to the creation evolution and role of
international institutions will  be of interest and value to academics and researchers of international trade
international economics international relations and economic development

a historical  introduction to the world economy and globalisation showing that while we live in a globally
interconnected economy states are still fundamental actors within this

the paper documents the large cross country differences in labor institutions that make them a candidate
explanatory factor for the divergent economic performance of countries and reviews what economists have
learned  about  the  effects  of  these  institutions  on  economic  outcomes  it  identifies  three  ways  in  which
institutions affect  economic performance by altering incentives by facilitating efficient bargaining and by
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increasing  information  communication  and  trust  the  evidence  shows  that  labor  institutions  reduce  the
dispersion of  earnings and income inequality  which alters  incentives but finds equivocal  effects on other
aggregate outcomes such as employment and unemployment given weaknesses in the cross country data on
which most studies focus the paper argues for increased use of micro data simulations and experiments to
illuminate how labor institutions operate and affect outcomes
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